The religion of the Nyakyusa people of south-western Tanzania has been the subject of many anthropological and historical studies. Indeed the work of Monica Wilson is a classic account of a complex African religion and its adaptations to missionary Christianity. Wilson also describes the African initiated churches which sought to use Old Testament theology to reconcile Nyakyusa culture with Christianity. The aim of this thesis is to bring such studies up to date. Nyakyusa rituals and sacred sites have certainly declined in importance since Wilson wrote. Nevertheless some rituals and many ideas survive from Nyakyusa religion and continue to exist side by side with the Christian churches.
